In the midst of heated battle during World War I, there was a brief moment of true "Peace on earth and good will toward men". What follows is an incredible story of how the Spirit of Christmas overpowered, albeit temporarily, the hostilities of war.
During World War I, in the winter of 1914, on the battlefields of Flanders, one of the most unusual events in all of human history took place. The Germans had been in a fierce battle with the British and French. Both sides were dug in, safe in muddy, man-made trenches six to eight feet deep that seemed to stretch forever.
On Christmas Eve, German troops began decorating the area around their trenches in the region of Ypres, Belgium, for Christmas. They began by placing candles on trees, and then continued the celebration by singing Christmas carols, most notably "Stille Nacht" (Silent Night).
"Silent night, holy night All is calm, all is bright..."
The Scottish troops in the trenches across from them responded by singing English carols. There are plenty of huge shell holes in front of our trenches, also pieces of shrapnel to be found. I never expected to shake hands with Germans between the firing lines on Christmas Day and I don't suppose you thought of us doing so. So after a fashion we've enjoyed(?) our Christmas.
British commanders eventually ordered their troops to resume firing at the enemy and vowed that no such truce would be allowed in the future. After all they were supposed to be at war. In the subsequent years of World War I, artillery bombardments were ordered on Christmas Eve to ensure that there were no further lulls in the combat. Troops were also rotated through various sectors of the front to prevent them from becoming overly familiar with the enemy. Despite those measures, there were a few friendly encounters between enemy soldiers, but on a much smaller scale than in 1914.
The soldiers did resume shooting at each other; but only after, in a number of cases, a few days of wasting rounds of ammunition shooting at stars in the sky instead of at their new found friends in the opposing trenches.
For those few precious moments there was "peace on earth good will toward men" on that battlefield. There's something about Christmas that changes people. As impressive as that event was, it can all be traced back to an even more powerful event that occurred 2,000 years ago in the town of Bethlehem. If we could find it in our hearts to celebrate the Spirit of Christmas every day of the year, rather than just one, the world would be a far better place. 
